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Matthew 6:9-13
Week Six


Big Idea:
Kingdom people draw near to God through Kingdom-focused prayer.

Kingdom-focused prayer worships God as our Father.




 

Kingdom-focused prayer ponders and proclaims God’s glory.






Kingdom-focused prayer promotes God’s will, not our own.






Kingdom-focused prayer asks God to meet our needs.
· Our physical needs (food, shelter, clothing)
· Our spiritual needs (grace, forgiveness, relationship)
· Our defensive needs (protection from sin and evil


Small Group Questions:  
· What stood out to you from the lecture?
· What were your key takeaways/questions from the assignment?
· Most of us grew up reciting the Lord’s Prayer.  How has your study of the Sermon on the Mount changed how you hear the prayer or understand it today?  
· What did you observe about the simplicity of the prayer?
· The prayer moves from a focus on our God and His good purposes and then moves to focus on our own needs.  If we follow this model in our praying, how do you think it would be beneficial to us?
· What part of the prayer is most challenging or difficult to you?
· How does the focus of the Lord’s Prayer differ from the focus that we tend to bring in our prayers?
· Was the notion of existential evil jarring to you?  Did the notion of temptation and the danger of evil seem scary?  What does the prayer teach us about God’s role in our defense against evil?  











Preparing for next week:
Read Matthew 6:19-34 several times this week.
As you read, consider these questions:
· Anything confusion or surprising to you about this passage?
· Jesus is teaching about the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven—and it’s an upside-down Kingdom.  In what ways is this week’s reading at odds with what his listeners might have expected?  How is it counter-cultural?
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